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Tronox Response to March 26, 2008 NDEP Comments on Quarterly Performance Report 
for Remediation Systems, Tronox LLC dated February 27, 2008 

 
NDEP Comment 
1. Section 2.0, page 2-2, second paragraph, please notify the NDEP when the new injection 

trench has been installed.  TRX should additionally report the installation in the corresponding 
performance report. 

 
Tronox Response 
The northern injection trench has been refurbished by removing gravel, tree roots, Quaga 
mussels and a small quantity of iron oxide.  New clean gravel was installed and the trench is 
operating well.  A more complete description of the installation will be included in the upcoming 
performance report. 
 
NDEP Comment 
2. Section 2.0, page 2-2, fourth paragraph, TRX should remove this discussion until TRX has 

evidence to present that their assumptions are correct.  It is suggested that this discussion 
(and similar discussions throughout the report) be deferred to the Capture Zone Evaluation.   

 
Tronox Response 
Tronox will remove this discussion until Tronox has evidence to present that the assumptions are 
correct. This and similar discussions will be deferred to the Capture Zone Evaluation which will be 
included as an appendix in the next performance report.   
 
NDEP Comment 
3. Section 3.0, page 3-2, the NDEP has the following comments: 

a. TRX states that the anomalously high concentration of chromium in well ART-1 is 
believed to be due to “chromium leaching from the stainless steel screen”.  Please 
explain the chemical conditions in this well that would facilitate this leaching.  Also, well 
ART-1 is not a new well so please explain what has changed in the recent past to 
facilitate this leaching. 

b. Last paragraph, TRX states that PC-68 will be abandoned because “it is no longer 
needed.”  Please provide rationale for this statement. 

 
Tronox Response 
3.a. Because of low concentrations of perchlorate and chromium in ART-1(0.189 and <0.05 mg/l 
respectively on November 6, 2006) this well was shut off on December 19, 2006 so that higher 
concentration water could be collected. Sampling continued on a routine basis and nothing out of 
the ordinary occurred until August 13, 2007 when the chromium (Cr) analysis was reported to be 
0.2 mg/l. Successive Cr analyses came back high as well. All samples to that point were collected 
soon after the pump was turned on, meaning that the well was not adequately purged. The 
sampler was instructed to purge the well by running the pump for 90 minutes at about 14 gpm 
(about 1,260 gallons, nearly 30 purge volume.). The sample came back as ND at 0.02 mg/L. All 
subsequent samples have been ND as well. This is an indication that there is little or no Cr in the 
groundwater.  
3.b. PC-68 is on the western edge of the perchlorate plume in the Lower Ponds area and has 
contained less than 2 mg/l perchlorate since March 2004 and is currently 0.08 mg/L as of May 
2008. PC-62, 200 ft southeast, has been less than 6 mg/l since August 2005 and is currently 2.4 
mg/l as of May 2008.PC-112, 700 ft west of PC-68, has been <0.02 since May 2002 and is 
currently ND as of May 2008. PC-62 monitors the same area and depth as PC-68; therefore,  
PC-68 is redundant and could be abandoned. 
 



NDEP Comment 
4. Section 5.0, page 5-1, TRX notes that approximately 77% of pond AP-5 has been treated.  

NDEP would like to discuss TRX’s plans for the use of the excess treatment capacity once 
pond AP-5 is remediated. 

 
Tronox Response 
Tronox is dissolving perchlorate from the AP-5 pond and transferring it to the GW-11 pond for 
subsequent biological treatment.  Tronox anticipated that treatment of perchlorate from AP-5 
would require about three years (from August 2006), depending on the quantity of perchlorate 
actually in AP-5. Tronox will continue transfers of perchlorate from AP-5 until the residual non-
perchlorate pond solids are removed, likely in mid-2009. Tronox then plans to reduce the volume 
and perchlorate concentration of water in GW-11, to allow use of that pond as an equalization 
basin for bioplant feed (eliminating the need to use the BT tanks for equalization).  Once that 
work is complete, use of any surplus bioplant capacity can be discussed with NDEP using Phase 
B Site Investigation results to guide the discussion.  
 
NDEP Comment 
5. Figure 11, it is requested that the scale on this Figure be adjusted so that more recent data 

can be presented in a meaningful fashion.  NDEP is amenable to addressing this in any 
number of ways and would like to discuss this matter with TRX.  This comment also applies 
to other Figures. 

 
Tronox Response 
A second trend graph for this figure and others like it, spanning the time period of the last five 
quarters, will be added to the next performance report in order for the most recent data to be 
presented in a meaningful way. 
 
NDEP Comment 
6. Appendix C, Response To Comments (RTC), the NDEP has the following comments: 

a. RTC 1.a, as noted above, TRX should notify NDEP when the Interceptor well field 
rehabilitation is complete and include in the next performance report. 

b. RTC 1.c, as noted above, TRX should remove this discussion until TRX has evidence to 
present that their assumptions are correct. 

c. RTC 5.d, the NDEP has the following comments: 
i. TRX states that influent and effluent samples are collected annually from the 

activated carbon system.  Please provide the annual sampling analytical results for 
the activated carbon influent and effluent sampling in the next performance report. 

ii. Please note that based upon a review of groundwater data from neighboring 
properties to the west it appears that a plume of high concentration organics is 
approaching the western edge of the TRX on-Site treatment system.  For example, 
chloroform at concentrations in excess of 6,000 micrograms/liter.   

iii. It should be noted that the groundwater treatment system operated north of the 
Olin property is not effective in treating beta-BHC.  This system uses two stages of 
granular activated carbon as well as air stripping.  TRX should consider this when 
examining options to address beta-BHC. 

d. RTC 5.e, the NDEP discussed having TRX report a minimum of the last 5 quarters of 
data in the hard copy of the report.  The electronic version of the database included with 
the performance report was to contain all historical and current data.  Please include all 
historical data in the electronic version of the database included with the next 
performance report. 

 
 
 
 
 



Tronox Response 
6.a. Tronox will notify NDEP when the Interceptor well field rehabilitation is complete and will 
include information in the next performance report. 
6.b. Tronox will remove the discussion until Tronox has evidence to present that our assumptions 
are correct. 
6.c.i. The annual sampling analytical results for the activated carbon influent and effluent 
sampling will be provided in the next performance report. 
6.c.ii. Tronox notes that based upon a review of groundwater data from neighboring properties to 
the west, it appears that a plume of high concentration organics is approaching the western edge 
of the Tronox on-Site treatment system.   
6.c.iii. Tronox notes that the groundwater treatment system operated north of the Olin property is 
not effective in treating beta-BHC.  This system uses two stages of granular activated carbon as 
well as air stripping.  Tronox will consider this when examining options to address beta-BHC. 
6.d. Tronox will include all historical data in the electronic version of the database included with 
the next performance report. 
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